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would have perpetrated against Austrians and Jews
were prevented by his officers.
Or General Blaskowitz, who discharged his unpleasant
duty of negotiating with the vanquished Czechs with
perfect military courtesy. At that time he promised
to solve all problems in a soldierly spirit. He was
quickly replaced by more ardent Nazi sympathisers
wrho substituted Nazi methods for Blaskowitz5 soldierly
behaviour.
General Kluge, who is an expert on France, also
observes traditions which have little in common with
Nazism. His father fought under von Kiuck in the
Battle of the Marne, and Kluge certainly wants to suc-
ceed where his father's troops ultimately failed. But
his friends insist that he was against this war from the
outset because he regarded Germany as too weak to fight
against France now.
Only two of the other leading German generals are
known to be in agreement with Hitler's policy. One of
them is Rundstedt, on whom Hitler has showered mili-
tary honours on every feasible occasion. Rundstedt is
a strong-minded, energetic man, a soldier who will
obey orders blindly once he has made up his mind to
recognise the authority above him. And he has recog-
nised Hitler unreservedly.
Rundstedt knows how to use dictatorial powers.
Under Papen's Chancellorship he was once the mili-
tary dictator of Berlin and Brandenburg. He hates
opposition to his orders and, like Hitler, he is always
ready to crush an opponent rather than to make the
slightest concession.
General Witzleben, who has also "accepted" the
Nazis, is Hitler's expert on Holland and Belgium, He
is regarded in army circles as one of the men who will